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Introduction

Writing with Authority

Writing with authority aligns to speaking and writing in the rhetoric of Logos, Pathos, and
Ethos, as defined by Aristotle:

® Logos for appealing to reason (Logic),

e Pathos for appealing to emotions (Empathy),
e Ethos for appealing to authority (Credibility/Persuasion)

Also known as, the Rhetorical Triangle

For this learning solution, the focus is on writing, using the ethical appeals to write in the
argumentative or persuasive manner, for effective communication.




Support for Learning

Learning Objectives

Rationale

Learning Support

e  Write using the proper essay
structure while applying the CGSC
standards for effective writing.

° Use the writing process to
formulate a proper thesis
statement.

e  Use effective techniques to garner
the reader's attention.

e  Apply the argumentative writing
process to support an essay with
authority.

Developing effective writing skills is beneficial because it opens
more avenues of communication with a variety of individuals,
for a variety of purposes. Its usefulness improves
communication channels both on paper, or speaking in person.
This allows learners to express their thoughts about any topic
of personal interest or required subjects utilized throughout
an individual's military and professional career thereafter.

This course is about learning and using the basic tools of
writing, and each element is essential for developing the
professional writing standards required by the CGSC.
Therefore, learning these skills is important for the significance
of an officer's advancing military and professional career.

This lesson

° Listed Resources

° Video Links

° Grammar Resources

° Citation Resources




The Ethical Appeals

Aristotle’s Rhetorical Triangle

Ethos, or the ethical appeal, involves the author presenting
themselves as an authority on their subject. For example,
someone making a moral argument might highlight their own
morally admirable behavior; someone speaking about a technical
subject might present themselves as an expert by mentioning
their qualifications.

Pathos, or the pathetic appeal, evokes the audience’s emotions.

This might involve speaking in a passionate way, employing vivid p—v—

imagery, or trying to provoke anger, sympathy, or any other
emotional response in the audience.

Logos, or the logical appeal, refers to the use of reasoned
argument to persuade, (Caulfield, 2022). Knowledge Check:




The Ethical Appeals

Tips for applying the Appeals to your writing.

Consider your audience and rhetorical situation to make

smart choices.

Be mindful of your tone and word choices—small word
choices can have big consequences!

Use appeals together— just because you are presenting a
logical argument doesn’t mean you have to avoid
emotional appeals as well. The best arguments blend
appeals together for a multi-layered effect.

Sometimes you can drive audiences away if you use too
much of a certain appeal. For example, if using too much
pathos, your audience may have a less sympathetic
response or may feel manipulated.

HOW TO PERSUADE
ETHOS PATHOS LOGOS

chg:g;tter emotions logic
Gibilip, imagination evidence
credipllity consistency

e

Practice Activity:



https://www.uis.edu/learning-hub/writing-resources/handouts/learning-hub/ethos-logos-and-pathos
https://www.uis.edu/learning-hub/writing-resources/handouts/learning-hub/audience
https://www.uis.edu/learning-hub/writing-resources/handouts/learning-hub/rhetorical-situation

Preliminary Assessment

Your task is to write a one-page paper (3to 4
paragraphs) about a topic of your choice. Select a topic
to teach to another student. How you approach this
content is also your choice. As you have already been
exposed to writing in Chicago or Turabian style, please
do so here. Unless, absolutely necessary, you do not

have to cite sources. This activity is primarily reflective.
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Fails to achieve the
purpose of
writing.
Incoherent; fails to
advance a

thesis.

Fails to support the
‘thesis due to

lack of evidence or
severely flawed




Pre-writing Methods

Pre-writing methods help to format and
construct a document, these are resources
to help you prepare.

Knowledge Check:

= Q
= O

BRAINSTORMING/LISTING CLUSTERING/MAPPING

. To cluster map, draw a circle in the
When you brainstorm, create a ) )
: e middle of a sheet of paper. Write a
list of as many main ideas as you . 3
. word or phrase in the circle. Draw a
can about your topic. ) )
) ) line from that circle, and at the end of
Brainstorming usually looks more . ) ) )
) ) " that line, draw another circle in which
like a list, whereas free writing !
! ) you write another sort of phrase or
looks more like unorganized . X
thought that is connected to the first
paragraphs.
thought.

‘,
i
N
“

FREE WRITING

When using the free writing
technique, write down everything
about your topic that comes to
mind. Full sentences, correct
spelling, neatness and
organization are not required.



Paper Topic: Audience:

L. Introduction
Possible ideas for the introduction (see front side of handout for suggestions):

Thesis Statement (Usually the last sentence(s) in the introduction):

Body (A paper may have a few or many main points; decide how many your paper will need)
Main Point:

Examples/Details/Explanations:

a

b.

Main Point:
Examples/Details/Explanations:
a
b.

Main Point:
Examples/Details/Explanations:
a
b.

Main Point:

Examples/Details/Explanations:

Conclusion
Reworded Thesis (Usually found near the beginning of the conclusion):

Other Ideas to Conclude:

Clincher Idcas:




Structuring an Essay

Argumentative essays are focused on conveying information
and making clear points.

When structuring your essay, you must include...

e Attention Step (Essay introduction & Gaining
Attention)
O Thesis Statement
e Body of Evidence (Essay body paragraphs)

e Conclusion

Refer to the Essay Structure section on
chapter 4 of the ST 22-2 US Army CGSC
Writing Guide

Knowledge Check:

10


https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1QCEWs6vzq6_sSzhQLNomLhrdMC3mclHk9dd-bl6fjOc/edit

Essay Introduction

Writing the introduction is the most challenging part. You
may have ideas of how you want other parts to flow, so you
may write those first. Then, tailor your introduction based
on what you’ve already written. Adjustments can be made
in any way that works best for you; but having a well-
written introduction is key to laying out the rest of the
content of your essay.

Essay introductions require:

(1 Atopic sentence (Gaining Attention)
(1 Supporting sentences
(1 A thesis statement

Knowledge Check: *Check notes

11



Gaining the Audience’s Attention

Also known as Attention-Getter/Grabber, the “hook”, or
the Attention Step.

e The attention step is meant to grab the reader’s interest
and demonstrate why the paper (the topic) is worth . oo areader KIS,

valuable time to read. feckion o et ol

e It also proves to me as the instructor that you understand
the importance of whatever topic you’re addressing.

® Inshort, it “sells” the topic and engages the reader as

part of the introductory (topic) sentence.

If you fail to attract his attenfion and he doesn't start to care about your story’s plot
development, most probably he won't read any further.

Knowledge Check:




Gaining the Audience’s Attention

Things to consider when choosing:

Who your reader or audience is (George Brown, 2014)
Appropriateness or relevance to audience

Purpose of speech (persuade, inform, celebrate)?
Topic

Occasion (Stand up, Speak out 2016)

What am | comfortable with (The Grand Valley State
University Speech Lab, 2020)

Why?
Your writing style should adapt based on the circumstances

Army Writing Example

Knowledge Check:

13



Gaining the Audience’s Attention

Attention-Getter Devices/Tools

Reference to subject
Reference to audience
Quotations

Reference to current events
Historical reference
Anecdote

Starting statement
Question

Humor

Personal Reference
Reference to occasion

Knowledge Check:

14



Introduction
A. Attention getter:
B. Supporting sentences:
C. Thesis statement:
Body Paragraph #1

A. Main point #1:

1. Subpoint

2. Subpoint

Body Paragraph #2
A. Main point #2:

1. Subpoint:

2. Subpoint:




Thesis Statement

Definition:

e tells the reader how you will interpret the
significance of the subject-matter under discussion.

® is aroad map for the paper; in other words, it tells
the reader what to expect from the rest of the
paper.

e directly answers the question asked of you. A thesis
is an interpretation of a question or subject, not the
subject itself.

® makes a claim that others might dispute.

Usually a single sentence near the beginning of your paper
(most often, at the end of the first paragraph) that
presents your argument to the reader.

How 0 write a

Knowledge Check:

16


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFp1uGTXo4Q

Thesis Statement

Kinds of Thesis Statements depends on type of paper:

® Argumentative Thesis Statement: Making a Claim
® Analytical Thesis Statement: Analyzing an Issue
® Expository Thesis Statement: Explaining a Topic

The thesis statement serves different purposes

Knowledge Check:

.

SUPPORT/EVIDENCE

SUPPORT/EVIDENCE

SUPPORT/EVIDENCE

/

N

17



Thesis Statement

What constitutes a strong thesis statement?

e Dol answer the question?

e Have | taken a position that others might challenge
or oppose?

® Is my thesis statement specific enough?

® Does my thesis pass the “So what?” test?

e Does my essay support my thesis specifically and
without wandering?

® Does my thesis pass the “how and why?” test?

Knowledge Check:

18



Introduction
a. Thesis:
Category
a. Subcategory
b. Subcategory
¢. Subcategory
d. Subcategory
Category
a. Subcategory
b. Subcategory
c. Subcategory
Category
a. Subcategory
b. Subcategory
c. Subcategory
d. Subcategory
Conclusion



https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/argument_papers/body_paragraphs.html

Conclusion

You have already been introduced to writing a paragraph.
Here, we will learn how to write a persuasive conclusion
that draws all the other parts of your document together to
make your final stand.

Writing a conclusion takes pieces of the previous sections of
your draft, including the thesis, and pulls them together to
make the final point of your topic. The key to writing one is
to leave your audience thinking about what you have
written.

This_link leads to Purdue OWL with information pertaining
to writing a conclusion.

The video provides some excellent examples of the process
for writing a clear and concise conclusion.

How to write an

!

Knowledge Check:

Check all that apply

O 1. The introduction.

O 2. The middle of the essay.
O 3. The thesis statement.

O 4. Previous sections.

O 5. All of the above.

Writing a conclusion for your paper draws from...

20


https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/argument_papers/conclusions.html
https://youtu.be/2UElC_YZ0Eo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2UElC_YZ0Eo

Proofreading Methods

The most important thing you can do for yourself is
proofread your document, and there are many ways to do
that. The internet has a plethora of useful resources.

It is recommended that you not limit yourself to only
technological grammar and spell checkers.

Here are beneficial ways to proofread.

e Read your document aloud, or use an accessibility
tool to read it for you, and listen carefully.

e Read it to someone.

e Walk away. Take a break. Take an hour or a day.
When you return, you will see things differently.

® From the video, change the font (when you return).

e Change the page color (computer).

e Check for commonly confused words, grammar issues,
spelling errors and punctuation.

Web Browser Extension.

' )

Read Aloud: A Text to Speech Voice Reader

{} Isdsoftware.com (& Featured

% A kA 2676 (D Accessibility | 1,000,000+ users

Proofreading Tips.

e (2-TOP PROOFREADING -
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Knowledge Check:



https://www.uis.edu/learning-hub/writing-resources/handouts/learning-hub/commonly-confused-words
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jM5PmXWfMk
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/read-aloud-a-text-to-spee/hdhinadidafjejdhmfkjgnolgimiaplp

Carnegic Mellon University
Student Academic Success Center
Communication Support

BLUF (The Topic Sentence Handout)

In business and academia, people have to read a lot. To manage this heavy reading load, most readers’
1op priority is getting through the text efficiently. To help your reader quickly grasp your main idea, just
remember BLUF:

Bﬂmﬂ'\
Line
Us
Fm

Consider this: When you write a document, you uSually start at the logical
beginning, and end with your bottom line: the main idea you need to convey.

This is because your goal as a writer i to think through an idea and quickly get
it out onto the paper, before you forget it.

BUT your reader’s goal is to quickly grasp your purpose, 50 you actually need
10 g back and fiip that structure to put your bottom fine up front.

You should be able to point to 1-2 sentences that contain the bottom line of
your text, Sometimes Called a thesis statement.
Creating reader-friendly writing is the writer's responsibility!

This BLUF structure applies not only to documents, but also to paragraphs!

One specific concern for many homeowners is the In a paragraph, Nﬁsmswled-
topic sentence. In the topic Sentence,
mmmwmmmmd
your paragraph: the bottom line.

In fact, Studies suggest that topic sentences
prepare readers for the paragraph so well
that they improve readers’ recall of the
paragraph’s content.
Note: If need be, your topic sentence can be
, more than one sentence or appear sightly
with the reader that the single main idka of the. later in the
Pparagraph wal be about hOMeOwNers' cancerm
with 85085105,



https://www.cmu.edu/student-success/other-resources/handouts/comm-supp-pdfs/bluf-topic-sentence.pdf
https://www.cmu.edu/student-success/other-resources/handouts/comm-supp-pdfs/bluf-topic-sentence.pdf

Post Assessment

Open the original document you wrote at the beginning of this
course. Using the rubric, notes from your instructor, and the
methods taught in this course, edit your document
appropriately. In the rubric for Post Assessment, use the section

that says “self-score.”

Compare your findings from the previous rubric, and submit a

copy to your instructor for final grading.

23



Did We Meet Our Objective..

With this learning solution, we outlined learning objectives

related to:
e The Rhetorical (Ethical) Appeals — Ethos, Pathos, Logos
® Pre-writing Methods, Including an outline
® Elements of paragraph structure—
O The Introduction — Attention Getter (The Hook)
O Topic Sentence
O Body Paragraphs
O Thesis Statement
o Conclusion
® Proofreading
e Transitioning from traditional writing to using the BLUF

method

24
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